
WET POUR RUBBER PLAYGROUND SURFACING

Elevate Playgrounds with Vivid, Long-Lasting Colours

In playground surfacing, colour consistency and uniformity, durability, 
and easy installation are key to creating visually appealing and safe 
spaces for children. Pre-coloured Polyurethane encapsulated SBR 
granules, like PLAYSAFE, have become the gold standard worldwide. 
With a rising demand for vibrant designs, choosing the right materials  
is essential. Let’s explore why PLAYSAFE coloured granules  
outperform outdated site-mixed options, ensuring long-lasting beauty, 
multiple colour blending options  and functionality for playgrounds.

Key Differences between Pre-Coloured Polyurethane Coated SBR Granules (PLAYSAFE) and Site-Mixed Coloured SBR Granules

Colour Consistency
PLAYSAFE: Coloured in large batches of up to 3 tons in 
carefully controlled factory conditions to provide perfect 
uniformity of colour. This can be scaled up to 20 tons or 
more with ease.
Site-Mixed: Hand-mixed on-site in small batches, leading to 
poor colour variability due to manual and imprecise mixing 
processes.

Colouring Process
PLAYSAFE: UV-stable pigments are incorporated into 
high-quality Aliphatic UV-stable  
Polyurethane, completely encapsulating each granule for 
colour durability.
Site-Mixed: Pigments are mixed manually with rubber and 
resin on-site. The process is prone to errors, resulting in 
inconsistent colours.

https://www.playsafe.africa/


Mix Accuracy
PLAYSAFE: A laboratory-controlled process ensures accu-
rate pigment ratios for each batch, guaranteeing consistent 
and durable colour encapsulation.
Site-Mixed: Slight variations in pigment  
measurements can lead to visible colour  
variations between sections.

Pattern Design
PLAYSAFE: Allows for easy placement of colours where 
needed, offering endless creative  
possibilities for designs and patterns.
Site-Mixed: Requires separate mixing for each section, 
making it difficult to achieve consistent colours or patterns, 
especially during repairs.

Abrasion Resistance
PLAYSAFE: Granules are fully coated with resilient Poly-
urethane, enhancing durability and colour retention for a 
long-lasting surface.
Site-Mixed: Adding pigment to the binder dilutes the pro-
tective layer, resulting in uneven wear and gradual colour 
fading.

Longevity
PLAYSAFE: Superior abrasion resistance and long-lasting 
performance make it the preferred choice for playgrounds 
with heavy use.
Site-Mixed: Weaker wear layers result in faster deterioration 
and colour fading over time, reducing surface longevity.

Colour Variety
PLAYSAFE: Available in 15 vibrant colours, with options 
for blending to create intricate designs and conceal dirt or 
imperfections.
Site-Mixed: Limited to 4-5 basic colours with no blending 
options, making it less versatile for creative designs or f 
unctional camouflage.

Installation Cleanliness
PLAYSAFE: Provides a quicker, cleaner  
installation process with minimal health risks, especially 
avoiding pigment dust inhalation.
Site-Mixed: A messy, time-consuming process that often 
leaves surrounding areas, equipment, and workers coated in 
powdered oxides and resin.

Installer Preference
PLAYSAFE: Installers rarely return to outdated site-mixed 
methods after experiencing the ease and reliability of 
pre-coloured granules.
Site-Mixed: The manual, labour-intensive process is less 
appealing, particularly when superior options are available.

Replacement and Repairs
PLAYSAFE: Ensures exact colour matching for future repairs, allowing seamless integration with the original surface. 
Spare materials are typically left on-site for convenience.
Site-Mixed: Colour-matching for repairs is nearly impossible due to the hand-mixing process, leading to noticeable  
differences.



Pre-coloured granules have become the 
global standard for playground installations. 
Over a decade ago, the industry transitioned 
from site-mixed methods to EPDM and  
pre-coloured SBR granules due to their 
superior durability and consistent colours.

Pioneering Technology, Training, and Industry Standards in Playground Surfacing

Exclusive Technology
PLAYSAFE is the only brand in  
South Africa and Africa manufactured 
in an EU-patented SBR colouring 
plant, offering unmatched quality 
at competitive prices, far exceeding 
international competitors.

Training
PLAYSAFE installers are trained and 
certified by SFS and SASPI (South  
African Sports and Play Industry), 
adhering to SASPI’s strict Code of 
Practice to ensure top-tier installa-
tion standards.

Certification
PLAYSAFE is the only pre-coloured 
SBR surfacing system in South Africa 
with SANS legal international  
certification, ensuring compliance 
with playground safety standards.
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